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Year	
Person,	
Organization	 Notes	

1925	 Anton	Boisen	

Boisen	described	one	of	the	central	goals	of	CPE	as	“training	students	in	methods	of	cooperative	
inquiry”	(Asquith	p.203,	also	229-230).	For	part	of	their	time,	Boisen’s	students	assisted	him	in	
his	research	(Asquith,	p.29).	Boisen	wrote	that,	“a	program	of	instruction	should	be	based	on	a	
program	of	research”	(Asquith,	p.	170.	Asquith	GH	Jr,	Editor	(1992).	Vision	from	a	little	known	
country:	a	Boisen	reader.	Decatur,	GA,	Journal	of	Pastoral	Care	Publications,	Inc.)	

1936	 Anton	Boisen	

Exploration	of	the	Inner	World:	A	Study	of	Mental	Disorder	and	Religious	Experience	
(1971/1936,	Philadelphia:	University	of	Pennsylvania	Press).	
	
Boisen’s	case	studies	and	other	Boisen-related	documents	can	be	found	at:		
http://www.metro.inter.edu/facultad/esthumanisticos/anton_boisen.htm	

1971	 Joint	Research	
Council	of	COMISS	

Created	1971;	Abstracts	of	Research	in	Pastoral	Care	and	Counseling	(1979-1998)	

1975-	
1988	

No	Central	Region	
(NCR),	ACPE	

In	1975	the	History	and	Research	Committee	of	the	NCR	began	to	offer	an	award	for	the	best	
student	research	project,	a	program	that	lasted	until	1988.	Around	the	same	time	The	NCR	
began	to	make	small	grants	to	support	research.	

1975	?	 Margot	Hover	 Begins	teaching	research	in	CPE	residency	programs	at	Duke	and	later	at	Memorial	Sloan	
Kettering	(Hover.	M.	(1997).	Teaching	research	skills	in	Clinical	pastoral	Education.	Theological	
Education,	33(2),	79-92.)	

1978	 Jim	Gibbons	&	
Dave	Myler	

The	first	published	report	about	teaching	research	skills	in	the	context	of	a	CPE	residency	
program	described	the	work	of	Gibbons	and	Myler	at	the	University	of	Chicago	in	the	mid	1970s.	
(Gibbons,	J.	L.	&	Myler,	D.	M.	Jr.	(1978).	Research	as	a	curricular	component	in	CPE.	Journal	of	
Supervision	and	Training	in	Ministry,	1,	36-45.)	

1988	

Larry	VandeCreek	

A	Research	Primer	for	Pastoral	Care	and	Counseling	(1988),	given	to	all	CPE	supervisors	who	
attended	the	Dialogue	’88	convention;	aim	to	help	chaplains/supervisors	overcome	hesitancy	
about	research	and	develop	a	network	of	‘pastoral	scientists.’	

1994	 Research	in	Pastoral	Care	and	Counseling:	Quantitative	and	Qualitative	Approaches	written	with	
Hilary	Bender	and	Merle	R.	Jordan	(1994)	

1995	 Spiritual	Needs	and	Pastoral	Services:	Readings	In	Research		(1995)	
1997	 Ministry	of	Hospital	Chaplains:	Patient	Satisfaction	(1997)	
1998-
2002	

1st	Director	of	Research,	HCCN	

1999	 Professional	Chaplaincy:	An	Absent	Profession	(1999)	
2002	 Professional	Chaplaincy	and	Clinical	Pastoral	Education	Should	Become	More	Scientific:	Yes	and	

No	(2002)	
1991	 Noel	Brown	 Orere	Source	(began	1991,	120	issues	published	bi-monthly)		
1990s	 ACPE	 ACPE	modified	Association	of	Theological	School’s	Clinical	Ministry	Assessment	Profile	(CMAP)	to	

help	evaluate	student	growth	in	CPE	(See	Fitchett	&	Gray	1994)	
1989	 ACPE	Research	

Network	
Begun	1989,	Paul	Derrickson	1st	convener,	newsletter,	annual	awards	

2002	 Paul	Derrickson	&	
Angelina	Van	Hise	

Begin	teaching	about	evidence-based	spiritual	care;	residents	develop	spiritual	care	pathways	
(Derrickson,	P.	&	Van	Hise,	A.	(2010).	Curriculum	for	a	Spiritual	Pathway	Project:	integrating	
research	methodology	into	pastoral	care	training.	J	Health	Care	Chaplain.	2009;16(1-2):3-12.)	

2009	 Susan	Nance	and	
colleagues	

Susan	Nance	and	colleagues	report	how	the	development	of	chaplaincy	care	pathways	at	
Memorial	Hermann	Healthcare	System	in	Houston	was	expanded	into	the	department’s	CPE	
residency	program.	(Nance,	M.	S.,	Ramsey,	K.	E.,	&	Leachman,	J.	A.	(2009).	Chaplaincy	care	
pathways	and	Clinical	Pastoral	Education.	Journal	of	Pastoral	Care	and	Counseling,	on-line	63	
(1,2)).		

2000	 Virginia	
Commonwealth	
University	

Develop	MS	in	Patient	Counseling	Chaplaincy	Certification	Track	2000	including	research	literacy	
component;	Create	Chaplaincy	Track	in	PhD	in	Health	Related	Sciences	in	2007.	

2002	 ACPE	Research	
Network	

John	Ehman	begins	as	convener	2002,	creates	website	and	Article-of-the-Month	

2005	 John	J	Gleason	 Misc	papers	and	Ideal	Intervention	Project	(2005).	Cases	from	Ideal	Intervention	Project	(later	
known	as	Spiritual	Care	Initiative	for	Professional	Excellence	–	SCIPE)	were	published	in	4	
volumes:	John	J	Gleason,	Ed	(2015).	Pastoral	Caregiver’s	Casebook	Vol	1-4.	Judson	Press,	Valley	



Forge	PA.	Vol	1	Ministry	in	Relationship,	Vol	2	Ministry	in	Crisis,	Vol	3	Ministry	in	Health,	Vol	4	
Ministry	in	Specialized	Settings.		

2015	 Joint	Research	
Council	

New	international	Joint	Research	Council	formed	at	initiative	of	APC	

2015-
2019	

Transforming	
Chaplaincy	

Fitchett	&	Cadge	receive	$4.5M	in	grants	from	the	Templeton	Foundation	to	advance	chaplain	
research	literacy;	project	includes	grants	to	support	research	education	in	70	CPE	programs;	
additional	support	comes	from	ACPE,	APC,	NACC,	and	NAJC	

2017	 ACPE	 In	major	re-organization	ACPE	forms	Research	Committee	
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