THE IDEAL INTERVENTION PAPER

Suggested Didactic Presentation 
November, 2008
The Ideal Intervention Paper (IIP)

In order to complete the verbatim learning sequence, you are asked to 1) review one of your verbatims previously presented in group in the light of comments and suggestions by peers and supervisors, and then 2) write the IIP, a concise description of what you perceive would have been an ideal pastoral intervention with that patient/family member/staff person.  The IIP’s outline is designed to provide information sufficient for another chaplain to make that ideal intervention with patients who might have similar characteristics and spiritual needs.  

Background

Toward more effective ministry, clinical pastoral care has recently joined with medicine and its ancillary disciplines in attention to best practices.  The APC has asked that descriptions of members’ best work be sent to its Commission on Quality in Pastoral Services.  The AAPC’s Wesley L. Brun has called pastoral counselor colleagues to help integrate successful interventions into the DSM IV diagnostic category description, “Religious or Spiritual Problem.”  
The ACPE’s Henry Heffernan and Jack Gleason have adapted a template used by reality therapists for use by CPE educators to focus their students’ attention upon what constitutes an ideal intervention in a given pastoral situation.  Toward that end you prepare an Ideal Intervention Paper (IIP). IIPs are being collected nationally to be edited into potential best practices for further trials and validation.  Once a significant number of these descriptions have been assembled, patterns can be inductively identified and common approaches in similar situations can be recognized.  
Our ethical imperative and our professional challenge are to join in these timely efforts to better serve the spiritual needs of those to whom we minister.  Your IIP effort will both complete your verbatim learning sequence and contribute to the discovery of evidence-based spiritual care best practices.

Format

The following format should be followed.  The IIP should be prepared as a Microsoft Word document suitable for forwarding as an e-mail attachment.

(Here the CPE Supervisor talks students through the Ideal Intervention Paper Protocol, revision of 10-31-08.)
Presentation to the Peer Group and Forwarding for Further Study
To further consolidate learning, you will be asked to present your IIP to the peer group at some time after mid unit evaluations.  You may incorporate further insights gained from this presentation into the paper before forwarding it by e-mail attachment to Father Henry Heffernan SJ at hheffernan@gonzaga.org for further study and editing into a potential spiritual care best practice.  You will take the usual confidentiality precautions throughout the process.
